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It’s the Other Side Who Is Sinning 


Rusk Is Sounding More Like Dulles 
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By Chalmers M. Roberts 

Washington Post Staff Writer 

Like husbands and wives 
who seem to look more and 
more alike as time passes, 
Dean Rusk is sounding more 
and more like John Foster 
Dulles. 

Dulles holds eighth place 
in term of serivce for Sec- 
retaries of State and Rusk 
is now next in line, with 
13 months to go to pull 
even. Rusk already has 
logged about the same 
aerial mileage as the peri- 
patetic Dulles. 

-It is, however, on the re- 
lated issues of China and 
Vietnam that Rusk sounds 
so much like Dulles. He 
tdnds to avoid the finalities 
oi Dullesian prose but his 
stance as about the same, 
given the altered circum- 
stances of time. It is the 
o|her fellow who is the sin- 
ner so it’s . up to him to 
repent, Dulles felt and 
Rusk feels. 

Cooperated on Policy 

Although few . now re- 
member it, Rusk and Dulles 
worked very closely on a 
major piece of Far East- 
ern policy during the Tru- 
man Administration. Dulles, 
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before becoming Secretary 
of State in the Eisenhower 
Administration, served dur- 
_ ,ing 1950-52 as a consultant 
Jo the Secretary of State 
.and personal representative 
Jof President Truman in 
[negotiating the Japanese 
peace treaty. Rusk, at that 
1 time, was Assistant Secre- 
itary of State for Far East- 
jern Affairs. 

Nine years ago, when 
there was a round of talk 
in the United States about 
easing the American atti- 
tude toward the Communist 
regime dm Peking, Dulles 
made a lengthy speech to 
say “no.” Now Rusk is en- 
gaged in damping down, in 
less acerbic tones but with 
no less finality, the current 
talk along the same, lines. 

Oppose U.N. Seating 

“If communism is stub- 
born for the wrong,” said 
Dulles, “let us be steadfast 
for the right.” That cer- 
tainly has been the Rusk at- 
titude toward the Chinese- 
supported war in Vietnam. 


Both argued that the Unit- 
ed States has had sufficient 
contact with Peking through 
the ambassadorial meetings, 
then at Geneva and now at 
Warsaw. Both rejected dip- 
lomatic recognition and ad- 
mission to the United Na- 
tions. 

Dulles at first refused to 
let even American newsmen 
have passports valid for 
travel to China but after 
strong protests from the 
press he relented. Rusk has 
gone further in asking the 
Chinese for an exchange of 
newsmen or even suggesting 
that Peking’s' representa- 
tives come here without a 
promise of reciprocity. 

Dulles argued that 
•“neither recognition, trade 
{ or cultural relations, nor all 
), three, would favorably influ- 
£ ence the evolution of affairs 
* in China.” Rusk does not 
stand that pat; indeed, he is 
prepared for cultural ex- 
changes, it appears, though 
not for altering the trade 
embargo. And, like Dulles, 
he is unhappy about West- 
ern European trade deals 
with China. 

Change in Peking 

The issue today, as it has 
been raised in the Senate 
hearings, relates in good 


part ot preparing the Unit- 
ed States for the day there 
is a change of leadership 
in Peking. It is in this re- 
gard that various witnesses 
have advocated a policy of 
“containment without iso- 
lation.” 

i Rusk, however, refused at 
ihis press conference Friday 
•to accept -that formulation, 
";ven though Vice President 
[umphreymas done so pub- 
icly. He argued that China’s 
Isolation is largely self-im- 
fposed and that the Ameri- 
can hands , are clean because 
|the United States has made 
unavailing efforts to break 
through this isolation. 

The fact is, however, that 
the efforts have been mini- 
mal and that the Adminis- 
tration is inhibited by the 
war in Vietnam from taking 
any steps that do not pro- 
duce reciprocity from Pe- 
king. 

Hatred From China 

Nine years ago Dulles 
noted that China was “bit- 
terly hateful” of the United 
States. China is doubly hate- 
ful today. But many of those 
who argue for a change con- 
tend that the American 
policy of isolation has 
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. . . isolation is self-imposed 
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helped to intensify, rather 
than diminish, that hate. 

Signs of change in Wash- 
ington are needed, they 
argue, to give heart to those 
of the succeeding genera- 
tions in Peking who might 
be inclined to alter policies 
after Mao’s death. To this 
line of reasoning, Rusk re- 
plied Friday that perhaps 
there will be a change then 
but the United States knows 
too little about Mao’s po- 
tential sucessors and their 
attitudes. 

In short, this is where we 
came in. Mr. Rusk, meet Mr. 
Dulles. 



